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Camdenton R-III School District would like to take this opportunity to commend each
and every one of you on an outstanding year. Your contribution of time, energy, and love
will be a solid investment in the future of our students and our community. We hope that
your relationship with our school has been as rewarding to you as it has been to our

students and staff.

Whether you have volunteered one hour, or over 100 hours, please accept your certificate
and a small token of our appreciation.
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Amanda Borders
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Kathy Keith
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Diane Knoll
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Susan Leslie
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Richard Luelf
Tasha Lybarger
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Gloria Peterson
Don Peterson
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Curt Reams
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Merrill Reel
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Sara Richardson
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Sandy Robinson
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Allie Sartain
Susan Sartain
Carole Scheller
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Robin Schuman
Sarah Shaw
Clifford Shirk
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Theresa Siegel
Lisa D Simpson
Bobbie Slenker
Patricia Sloan
Lori Smelick
Barbara Smith
Hayley Smith
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Carey Stawarz
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Linda Straight
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April Tate

Shana Thompson
Sharon Thurmond
Jessica Thurmond
Tiffany Tryon
Kathy Valbracht
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Nancy Wedig
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Pam Weisler
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Cheryl Wilde
Peggy Wilde
Carolyn Wiles
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Martha Wilson
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Cindy Wismer
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED
FOR DoGgwooD ELEMENTARY
KINDERGARTEN MEET THE
TeacHER NiGHT

AUGUST 16TH

HAVE A SAFE SUMMER!

HorE 10O SEE YOU
NEXT YEAR.

rev. 5/17



| Camdenton R-III School District

VIPS

Volunteer of the Year

Make
the
World a

Brighter
Place

We Celebrate YOU!



Table of Contents

Maureen Baker, Staci Benedick, and Ashley Bledsoe............cccoco........ 2
Wendy Blomberg/Jo Ann Gornet and Frank Briscoe.........cccccceevueennee. 3
Catrina Butts and Belinda Cordes...........c.ooooee s iBiieeniieeieeeieeee, 4
Belinda Cordes........cueivieiiniiiinieeeebi e 5
Linda Frymyer ......ccccveeviiieiiieeeiieeeeee et et 6
Linda Fymyer, Kylene Jay, and Diane Knolks.,.............coooveeeniiinnnnnnn. 7
Diane Knoll, “Mag” Lealty, and Jori LeMay ...........cccoviiiiiiiiinnnnn. 8
Alysia Maschino and.Earline Medcalf...............ccccooeeiiiiiiiiiie, 9
Dolores OVINGIOM.........cooiheiiieeeiieeeiiee ettt e e e e 10
Kathy Peery and KimiPOOL............ccooeiiiiiiiicee e, 11

Lisa Putnam, Susie Sartain, and Ronda Stehle ..................ccccoeeveeinnn. 12



MNo matter how

We appreciate you.

THANK YOU
for all you dol

Ao Brighter
Flace

Maureen Baker Volunteer since 2014

My volunteer is so deserving of this award. She has
been with me several years now. She always goes
above and beyond what is expected of her,4On
holidays she always shows up to the pazties to make
sure those students without a visitor feel'special

She makes each student in my roommayspecial gift

for holidays as well. My voluateer has also shown
up to Grandparents Day to bethere for students who
may not have a grandparent or have grandparents
that live far away. She always manages£o get every
student to smile even if they are having a bad day!
One of my class’s favorite things about our volunteer
is her crystal wand. She brings it with her every
Tuesday. I think they believe she is a fairy! She

has played such an important role in my classroom
interventions for students who may need extra support
in certain academic or social areas. Every Tuesday
she pulls these students to give them one-on-one tutor
time. These students have made astounding progress.
Our amazing volunteer is responsible for student
growth both with their minds and their hearts, so
please consider her for this esteemed award.

By Jennifer Hollingsworth
Kindergarten Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

Staci Benedick Volunteer since 2015

I am writing this letter to e ’_." /i
nominate my volunteer. She & £, s
is an outstanding addition to . II' _’

my team here at school. She is \ ____.-f"

always eager and excited for any

projects I have ready for her. I can just jot down an
idea for a project and she is able to come up with an
amazing design. | am always amazed at the amount
of work she is able to get completed. She is very
organized and such a hard worker! Once again this
year, she has been working hard on organizing

and managing my classroom’s memory books for our
end-of-the-year gift to our parents. This is a huge
undertaking and@equires lots of time. My students
have had a sn€ak peek at their memory books and are
so exciteddo give them to their parents. I really feel
my classroom would not run as smoothly without her
seryices.

By Jennifer Hollingsworth
Kindergarten Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

Ashley Bledsoe Volunteer since 2011

My volunteer has assisted the counselors and the
Social Worker at Dogwood in fabricating décor for
the monthly Attendance Celebrations, made signs and
bulletin board creations for the halls and classrooms,
and arrived early to assist with morning attendance
check-ins.

She has made countless copies, cuttings, and
punch-outs for teachers, counselors, and the Social
Worker. She has given so much of her precious time.
It is truly amazing how
she interacts with
students and encourages
them. She is simply

“R‘ZIN q- amazing!

By Rebecca Caufield
Social Worker
Dogwood Elementary
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Wendy Blomberg and Jo Ann Gornet
Volunteer since 2007 and 2004

I would like to nominate my
dynamic duo for Volunteers of
the Year. It would be impossible
for me to nominate one or the
other of these two ladies
because they are both critically
important to me as secretary at Hurricane Deck Ele-
mentary. I can count on them to say “YES” to any
task I ask of them.

Both of my volunteers assist me with many things in

the office, including but not by any means limited to:

*Copying and distributing the many flyers and
registration forms that are sent home with our
students

*Assembling registration packets for new enrollees

*Adding the student’s new school picture to his/her
file each year

Attaching MAP testing stickers to 3rd and 4th
grade files

*Laminating and cutting items for teachers

*Assembling packets and projects for teachers

*Filing and tracking field trip, handbook, cofmpact,
and transportation forms for each student

*Assembling packets and goody bags foreur
Leadership Day

These ladies are extremely giving of theiritime and
exemplify the quote Joi has placed by the Yolunteer
sign-in box:
“Volunteers are not paid- not because
they are worthless,
but because they are priceless.”

I am extremely lucky to have these two wonderful
ladies as both volunteers and friends.

By Jody Dalton
Secretary
Hurricane Deck Elementary

Yy o
Frank Briscoe Volunteer since 2011 '\ "
L
It is with great enthusiasm and

gratitude that my students and

I would like to nominate our H
volunteer, Mr. X, for the honor of

Volunteer of the Year. It would be difficult to overstate
the impact that Mr. X has on our program. With
steady dependability, he arrives well before class
begins every Monday-Thursday and stays to help
through 6th hour. Throughout the year our program
hosts evening events, and Mr. X is there for each of
these as well.

WE MAKE
LIVING 4

BY vt
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Speaking as a first year
teacher, Mr. X has been an
absolute God-send to me.
His quiet intelligence has been
a valuable sounding board as
y I figure out how to do this job
{{ " well! Our program requires
W ‘!ﬁ GIVE frequent errand-running, and
= s 1n this regard Mr. X has saved
: me countless hours of work
outsidethe classroom. Our program is very hands-on
and work-oriented; having an extra set of adult eyes
and hands makes our lab time far more productive,
safe and organized. Mr. X’s many years of industry
experience in a field related to our program’s content
area makes him an excellent technical resource as
well.

Mr. X has a quiet, thoughtful
demeanor and is an excellent
listener. He genuinely cares for
our students and takes the time to
listen and develop relationships
with them. His steady reliability
and calm presence is just what
many of our students need. Here
is what two of them have to say:

“Without Mr. X, this program wouldn’t at all be the
same. He’s an inspiration to all the students and
creates a helpful, friendly vibe that keeps our class
motivated. He helps at his expense, even, and is at
school every day and at every event, too, even though
he doesn’t have to be.”



“Mr. X has been
here for me since

b

F -
&

1 first joined the
‘v ‘Yﬂu Make program....
d leferen[:e Ever since, I have
looked up to him,

learned from him,
and I've seen everything he has done for others. Mr.
X has a way of impacting everyone. He also shows
endless respect, always helping students who are
struggling...His work ethic is inspirational and has
boosted my own.”

Our program is, without question, a far better place
because of our volunteer, Mr. X.

By Elaine Mallahan
Culinary Instructor
Lake Career &Technical Center

Catrina Butts Volunteer since 2013

Our volunteer is a true blessing to myself and
everyone she helps! She goes above and beyond
each week to help my
classroom run smoothly.
She genuinely cares about
the students and myself.
She volunteers for myself
and two other teachers.
Each week, our volunteer
comes in smiling and
happy to help with
whatever we ask her to do!
She does a wide array of tasks to help make sure all
of our classrooms run smoothly. Our volunteer puts
together books, sharpens pencils, makes copies, gets
projects prepared, and so much more! Each week
she makes sure she comes in to help us get prepared
for the next week. If she is unable to make it her
scheduled day, she never fails to come in earlier or
later that week and still get things done for us! She
openly communicates with us and makes sure
everything is done
exactly how we would
like! She is not just a
volunteer, but also
someone our students
know and love. She has

Care por Kids

made them treat bags for holidays and shows an
interest in their lives as well. We are thankful to
have such a caring, kind, and wonderful woman as
our volunteer!!

By Betsy Bolinger and Morgan Varner
Third Grade Teacher

Hawthorn Elementary and

Heather Hendon

Kindergarten Teacher

Dogwood Elementary

™ LAHER YOILWRTE !‘\’5,

Belinda Cordes volunteer since 2014

In a room that seems full of chaos sometimes, my
volunteerbringsiorganization and calm. She is the
constanbthat keepsimy brain from exploding. As an
art téacher, I see around 650-700 students a week.
Keeping things straight is not my forte, but this girl
knows#vhat [ need before I can even begin to make
my listefineeds. It’s usually a frantic Thursday when
Pmyrunning late across the parking lot to Dogwood
and [ realize that today is the day that my blessing of
a volunteer comes. I think, “Oh no! I didn’t get my
list ready for her!” I go into my room to find my
sweet volunteer already filling glue bottles or refilling
glazes so my kiddos will be able to glaze their little
ceramic pinch pots with ease. She is always ready
and willing to take on anything I send her way.

With two classrooms to get ready at the beginning of
the year, she takes on one of my classroom’s bulletin
boards all on her own. She is a refreshing breath to
my sometimes-overwhelmed soul. She hangs all of
the wonderful classroom artwork in the hallways,
bringing joy to the students and staff at Dogwood
Elementary. She even painted a mural on the library
wall over the summer!




She is always more than willing to work with my
kiddos when they need a little extra help. On a crazy
winter day when we are creating snowmen and
snowflakes, she took on the glitter station so the
kiddos could add a little sparkle to their beautiful
creations. She is so sweet and gentle with them.

It fills my heart to watch her work her magic.

My volunteer has been with me for three years and
I could not ask for a better one. My kiddos, our
school, and I have been so very blessed to have
her in our lives.

By Whitney Carnahan
Art Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

0

Belinda Cordes Volunteer since 2014

I would like to nominate my volunteer for Volunteer
of the Year. My volunteer comes in to volunteer for
Whitney Carnahan and myself every Thursday,
faithfully. Volunteering for two artsy (and
scatterbrained!) teachers has to be a challenge in
itself. She gladly copies, labels, and organizes
various projects. She can do it all --- from

a beautiful wall decoration to decoupage!

We’ve also found out that she is a_master atany and
all things computer! She printed-all the programs for
kindergarten and first grademusicals this'year, plus
decorated my door with her expestise. She ereated
Dogwood Musical Jewels’ Christmas pregram (and
chastised me for not asking her to create DMJ’s spring
program!). She has a beautiful eye for design and
creativity.

My volunteer is available for Whitney and me every

Thursday without fail and also any time in between,

should we need her. She recently decorated my wall
for kindergarten and first grade musicals on a Friday
afternoon when

I was out of town.

My volunteer
planned and painted
the beautiful library
mural this past
summer. It reaches
the whole length of

Volunteers

The HEART OF The
COMMUNITY

the library’s wall. She added exquisite and Dogwood-
exclusive details to make the wall reflect our
community. I et el it i =

believe th I Ty S—
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8 Letters g;w':f:&

end of May to the
end of June to
finish. Such is
her commitment
to beauty and

our school.
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My amazing volunteer has been a blessing and [ am
very glad she takes the time to help not only Whitney,
but the entire school and me. She is fantastic and we
are grateful!

By Annette Green
Music Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

Belinda Cordes Volunteer since 2014

Itisywith great pleasure that I
nominate’ my volunteer for
Volunteer of the Year. I do this in i
recognition of the time, effort, and guldance that she
has graciously given to Dogwood Elementary.

As a Leader in Me school, one of our goals is to
provide an atmosphere that promotes leadership.

My volunteer spent the last part of May and all of June
helping the decorations team at Dogwood Elementary
achieve this goal. She designed a mural for our
school, went shopping with me to help gather supplies,
and spent over 70 hours painting the mural and
assisting with other projects around the school.

When I first asked her to assist us in painting the
mural, she did not hesitate at all. She had a sketch
made the very next day. I believe it was clear to her
from the start that the team had no idea at all how to
paint the mural and what we really meant when we
asked her to help was, “Will YOU paint us a mural?”
She started working on the mural the day school
released for summer vacation. Due to summer school
being in session, she worked around school hours in
order to paint. She gave up family time during her
summer vacation to create a beautiful painting for
our school.



While she was painting, the
rest of the decoration team
was working on other smaller
murals around the building.
She provided us much-needed
guidance with our projects as
well. All in all, six different
murals/paintings were created
during the month of June.
None of them would have been possible without the
support she provided.

s
Volunteers

A Worls Of
Heart!

She has a heart that doesn’t stop giving. When I
approached her to “help” with the project, she had no
idea who I was. She just knew that the team needed
her help. It didn’t matter to her that I was a total
stranger asking her to commit to a project that would
take a great deal of her summer time. She just wanted
to help create a positive environment for the students
at Dogwood Elementary. And she was successful!

By Jeannie Hannigan
Reading Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

-~ N
Linda Frymyer Volunteer since 2011

I am very happy to nominate my volunteer forthe
Volunteer of the Year Award for seyeral reasons.

One important reason she should be considered has

to do with her diligence to complete a task. 'She has
worked countless hours helping ougiclassfprepare for
the following week or get ready for am‘important event
at our school. One such example would be our service
project where our class adopted a nursing home. She
worked so hard making our vision of turning non-skid
socks into cupcake sock gifts for every resident at the
nursing home. That was close to 100 cupcakes she
created into gifts that my students could give an

elderly resident on
Lmldi’ﬁe Valentine’s Day.
Volunteers

She will even come
T ankYou'

| - p -
veliifiser r'I:-.rn -
pe ol

in the following day
or take things home to
complete all the things

mihiﬁiﬁ;’h I ask her to do if she
EE'IE']]I'H[E runs out of time on her
Handsn™ scheduled day.

Irbpid

Another reason my T
volunteer deserves this F :
nomination is the quality

of work that she does is

top notch. You would |
think that this job is a paid |
position, considering the '
attention to detail that she b .
provides to everything that e
she touches. All of our pencils are always facing the
same direction and sharpened just right. Our papers
are also sorted according to subject and paper clipped
so neatly. All our art projects are cut just as [
described in my notes.

A third reason our volunteer should be selected is
she is not justé€xclusive to our classroom. She lends
a hand to other teachers in our building on a weekly
basis. She also v@lunteers in the community. She
helpsfin the hospitaligift shop on a weekly basis.
She also velunteers at her church by playing the
piano,when she is needed.

The finalireason that I feel my volunteer deserves
recognition is very personal to me. My volunteer has
seen me in action many times in the classroom and
she knows the challenges I have been facing. She is
quick to provide me with encouragement and positive
energy when I need it. She notices when things are
going really well in the classroom - and is quick to
compliment these successes. I have appreciated her
support throughout the year!

After hearing all of these wonderful, encouraging
things about my volunteer, please think hard about
selecting her as Volunteer of the Year as she is the
change that I would like to see in this world. She is
living by example and has been a true leader whom
we all look up to and admire.

By Shanel Leighty
Second Grade Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

Volunteers
Touching Lives, Lifting Spirits



Linda Frymyer Volunteer since 2011

It takes a big

heart

to help shape

little
minds.

Our volunteer deserves the Volunteer of the Year
award! She is the BEST for thousands of reasons!
First, she cares about all of the kids at Dogwood!
Second, she helps us learn by making copies and
sharpens hundreds and hundreds of pencils for us

to practice writing. She wants us to get VERY good
grades! Next, she helps organize our books and lets us
know if we are missing any. She is the most amazing
volunteer because she spends a lot of time working on
our stuff when she could be relaxing at home! Our
teacher said that she has been volunteering for her

for six-and-a-half years! Can you believe that?

My first grade class loves
our volunteer so much that
we wrote this nomination
together. We have been
working on opinion/
argumentative writing, so

I hope that we can persuade
you to pick our super special
volunteer for this honor!

There are many, many more reasons she shotlld get
the Volunteer of the Year award! We LOYE our

volunteer!!! We give her five stars! * * *’

Pretty, pretty please pick her! She deservesit!!!

By Cindy Kumm
First Grade Teacher

Y Dogwood Elementary

Kylene Jay Volunteer since 2015

My volunteer is so amazing! She is the fastest
clerical volunteer I have ever had! She is so
wonderful! From the very first day, she has been
flexible and diligent even though my volunteer tub
gets very overwhelming. © I feel a little sad when
I am so busy in the classroom I don’t get to stop and
22k visit with her when she
comes in. She knows
where to find my tub,
and she just walks in
and walks back out to
get started right away

in the workroom! I am sending in this nomination to
let her know how very much I appreciate her help!
Without her doing the copying, cutting, stapling,
preparing (the list goes on and on and on and on!!!),
I would never be able to provide my kindergartners
with such a rich education. What she does for our
classroom is so important. Not only does she allow
for a richer education of our children, but she also
allows me more time to be a mom and wife, which
are the most important jobs of all! If she were not
here to help me each and every
week, [ would literally have to
spend hours and hours at school
preparing. I am looking forward VOLUNTEERS
to getting to know her better on a AT
personal level. She is one of the WORK
sweetest peopleT know, and she is
very deserving ef the Volunteer of
the Year, Award!
By Amber Keeney
Kindergarten Teacher
Osage Beach Elementary

Diane Knoll volunteer since 2006 and
lolunteer of the Year in 2016

My volunteer is:
V ery caring individual

0 utstanding at what she does

L oves to help others

U ses her talents to serve others

N eeded for my sanity!

T akes time to give to others

E nthusiastic attitude

E xtraordinary person with a big heart
R eally special to me

NS, T 4

By Angie Stolte
Second Grade Teacher

Dogwood Elementary
7




Diane Knoll Volunteer since 2006 .

— -
and Volunteer of the Year in 2016 -- SRy
& 3 e

My Volunteer is awesome!

She is always here every week to help
me with whatever I have for her to do.

She is always willing to help with new
projects - big and small.

She always wants my students to be able to do
their best.

She always has a smile and an encouraging word
for whomever she meets.

She always helps with
other projects around THANKS
the building, FOR BEING

She is always there for
her other teachers
and their students,
too.

She is awesome!

AWESONE

By Kelly Mooney
Reading Teacher
Dogwood Elementary;

“Mag” Leahy Volunteer since 2008

My volunteer is no average, run-of-the-mill voluntees:
My volunteer is AMAZING and let me telliyou why!
She has been coming to my clags§room for, the past

11 years. She comes twice afweek and helps me

with anything that I need or the students need in the
classroom. My volunteer gets to the classroom before
the students arrive, making us able to.review the
week’s events and her tasks for the day. My volunteer
arrives with a smile and a purple bag filled with her
supplies and is ready to get started. In her bag she has
a little notebook that she writes down her observations
about the student with whom she is working. My
volunteer always donates supplies at the beginning

of the school year for any student that might need
them. She also donates items to the “treasure chest”
that I have in my classroom.

My volunteer also orders books from
my Scholastic book orders several
times a year and donates some of the
books to my students who are unable
to order them. Two years ago my
mom passed away and in the mail

<
- angels
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came a “Thinking of you card.” What a thoughtful
lady! She is so much more than the average
run-of-the-mill volunteer; she has become a great
friend and role model for my classroom.

& By Kim Palomo
Kindergarten Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

Jori LeM ay Volunteer since 2009
and Volunteer of the Year in 2012

We would like to take this opportunity to nominate an
outstanding volunteer for the 2016-2017 school year.
Her dedication and professionalism has been greatly
appreciated byhe staff members and students of
Camdentondiddle School. It has been a great
pleasure gettingte know her both professionally and
personally. It is evident she respects and cherishes
the@ducation of our sturdents.

It is truly amazing how one person can so positively
impact the lives of others. Her dedication is limitless
and her timeliness to serve is impeccable. She has
éven volunteered to take work home with her so
teachers have the materials needed to meet their

individual deadlines.
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up to devote more VGLU NTEER
attention to our o DORIVE SUFPCRT
students and to have the time needed for intentional
planning. It is a comfort to know the resources we
need will be ready in a timely manner and that they
will also be well-organized when we receive them.
She is truly a blessing and we do not know how we
would have managed without her this year.

Her service also

Because of these efforts, she truly deserves the award
for 2016-2017 Volunteer of the Year at Camdenton
R-III, but also the respect and gratitude of those
for whom she serves. Due to her motivation and
dedication to service, we strongly urge you to
consider her for this award.
By Malinda Beushausen and Dee Klein
@, Reading Teachers
Middle School
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Alysia Maschino Volunteer since 2015

In recognition of her
outstanding leadership
and tireless efforts in
helping our kindergarten
class and Emerald Springs
community, I am pleased
to nominate my volunteer
for consideration for the
2017 Volunteer of the Year.

parent [nvolvement

The Frandadion S
Tt e [
A Thelear” grissed

The work ethic my volunteer has is amazing. She is
always uplifting, helping my class achieve goals for
the kindergarten year. But what is also amazing is
how the efforts of one person, one particular person,
can truly make a difference in helping room 79
achieve so many goals. She has volunteered in my
kindergarten class for three years. At Dogwood, she
has provided support in multiple ways - from sorting
and copying to completing craft projects. In addition
to this work, my volunteer has been deeply committed
to and involved in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes
(FCA) group here at Dogwood. She sits on the board
of directors for the FCA.

My wonderful volunteer strives to utilizefevery
available opportunity to help our kindergarten ¢lass:
She accomplishes tasks that others perceive @s not to
be able to completed. She has efganizediclasstoom
materials in an effort to keepfme organizeds Shehas
even helped facilitate several events for FCA. In
addition, somehow, she also finds‘time to'be a
marvelous mom to two boys and supperting wife

of a coach.

Because of these efforts, I feel this volunteer has
earned not only the award for “2017 Volunteer of the
Year,” but also the respect and gratitude of those for
whom and with whom she serves - her church family,
her neighborhood residents, and her peers here at
Dogwood. As one of those peers whom she has
inspired and motivated to service, | strongly urge

e ) you to award her the 2017
;hi‘gwh r'qqfc'\l'xf. & Volunteer of the Year Award.

By Lisa Allen
Kindergarten Teacher
Dogwood Elementary
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Earline Medcalf volunteer since 1993
and Volunteer of the Year in 2009
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“Dear Volunteer” T

To the judges: My volunteer has been with me for so
many years that she has become a close personal
friend. I’ve been thinking so hard about how to make
this year’s nomination as unique and special as she is.
So, I decided to write her a letter as my nomination so
that she personally knows what she means to me.
Thank you for taking the time to read it! I hope it
showcases what a special human being she is.

Dear Volunteer,

Where do I bégin? Eleven years ago (I believe) you
were assigfied toymy classroom as a volunteer. [ am
so thankful for thatiyear. What a blessing it has
been'to have you in mylife. Sometimes our biggest
blessings dre the most unexpected ones!

I remember Joi giving me my new volunteer
assignment sheet with your name on it. She wrote,
‘XYou arevery lucky, lady!” Joi already knew how
special you were; [ would soon find out.

I'don’t know if I can find
the words to express the
impact you make each year
on the children in my
classroom. Maybe it’s
because you were also ¢
a teacher, but the kids
always notice your presence
immediately. It’s like they
can feel your kind spirit, and they know how much
you care. They know you are there to help them.

I love how you are determined to get to know each
and every one of them on a personal level. You go
out of your way to learn things about each child.
Your caring is so genuine and goes way above and
beyond the responsibilities of a volunteer.
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My favorite times to reminisce about are the funny
ones. Remember the time I wanted to show the kids
that reading was a “gift”, and I asked you to wrap
up books in a big box? Remember how you thought
I meant to wrap each INDIVIDUAL book, when



actually I just wanted the big box

that was full of books wrapped? 4
That was so funny! We laughed .:':'.:.'-' : r/:ff\_ WA
for so long! How many books do . - |

you think you got wrapped before <. < 7 @%‘}
I found you? We’ve shared so S Frin N
many funny stories about our o
families along the way too, and we’ve laughed until

we cried. I will just say. . .you have had A LOT of
experiences in your lifetime! You should write a book!

I had no idea that we would become such good friends
along the way. I look forward every summer to our
lunch date so we can catch up on things like: which
books we’ve read over the summer (You’ve read some
doozies!), what’s been going on with our families and
basically solving all the problems of the world (Hee
hee). Remember a few summers ago when we were
meeting for lunch at a place I had never been to
before? I went to the wrong place and was looking
for you forever! I kept calling you, but you couldn’t
hear your phone! Ha! Another great laugh over
another wonderful lunch together.

I hope you know that I cherish each and every day we
get to spend together. So many times I’'m busyawith
the kindergartners, and I don’t get to talk 0" you as
much as I would like to. If it were up t@ e, we'd sit
and visit for an hour each time!

In closing, you truly enrich thé lives and education
of the children in my classroomy, Without your
dedication, none of us would enjeyschool as much
as we do because you are here. Thankéyou from the
very bottom of my heart. You are such an amazing
friend and human being with a spirit that reaches
many, many hearts. Thank you for your dedication.
With a full and humble heart. ..

% By Amber Keeney

| Kindergarten Teacher

J Osage Beach Elementary
4

Dolores Ovington Volunteer since 2007

There are five days in a school week: Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, “Table Lady” Thursday, and
Friday. In 2007, at the age of 82, our little “Table
Lady” joyfully began coming to school working for
all the teachers in the Dogwood Elementary Building.

How did she get her famous name, you might wonder?
Well, our “Table Lady” really did not want to learn
how to run the copy machines or work directly with
students due to catching a possible cold here and there.
So, we found her a great place to work -- at a table of
course. We then notified the staff of the projects she’d
enjoy doing such as tasks teachers need done on a
daily basis. She can sort and alphabetize with the best
of them! She can count and put items in baggies at
record speed. She labels and stuffs envelopes to mail
and will not leave until the job is completely finished.

Our little “Table Lady”, through the past few years,
has had a few set-backs like hip surgery, foot surgery,
and a few colds here and there. Then, to top it all off,
this past Christmas break she developed pneumonia
and was in thethospital. Well... you would think she
would stopdvolunteering after all she has been through,
but oh, n0-.. sheisthe strongest, kindest little (now
92 year old) lady andifriend you’ll ever meet. Just
think of all she has done over

the years. Every Wednesday
afternoon a reminder goes out

to the Dogwood Elementary
building staff and teachers which
reminds them our “Table Lady”
will be in at 9:00 am on Thursday.
the jobs for her to complete just come

Wow...
flooding in. And, instead of her name appearing on
the volunteer request form, we chuckle when we see
the teachers have written in “Table Lady.” She will
never run out of things to do here at Dogwood or feel
as if she is not making a difference for all the teachers
and staff.

She is a true example of our 7 Habits: Be Proactive,
Begin with the End in Mind, Put First Things First,

BE rﬁa [] ( -[ LVE Think Win-Win, Seek

First to Understand then
to be Understood,

u -.-J'.ql L]
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for reminding us each
week how to give so
graciously to others.
] .. ]
ST

By Dogwood Elementary
Staff
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Kathy Peery Volunteer since 2009

We would like to nominate our volunteer for Volunteer
of the Year. She gives of her time doing things for the
two of us so we can spend our time working with the
students and planning instruction. She does whatever
is asked of her and always with a smile! She has
learned our routines and takes it upon herself to do
things that she knows we will need --- without being
asked! She has even taken things home to finish for
us! Her work is neat and carefully completed. She is
dependable and we can always count on her to be here
on her scheduled day. If she has a conflict, she always
lets us know and finds another time to come. We
would truly be lost without her weekly assistance.

We don’t think she knows how invaluable she is to us!
We’re sure there are other things she could be doing
but she chooses to help us instead. She is a great
example of what the volunteer program is all about!
We want her to know how much she is appreciated!

By Paula Cloyd and Kira Jasnoch
Special Education Teachers
Hawthorn Elementary
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Kathy Peery Volunteer sineex2009

We would like to nominate our volunteer for Volunteer
of the Year. Our volunteer has been with us for the last
six years. She gives of her time doing things for us so
we can spend our time working with the students and
planning instruction. She does whatever is asked of
her and always with a smile! She has learned our
routines and takes it upon herself to do things that

she knows we will need without being asked. She has
even taken things home to finish for us! Her work is
neat and carefully completed. She is dependable

and we can always count on her to be here on her
scheduled day. If she has a conflict, she always lets us
know and finds another time to come. We would truly
be lost without her weekly assistance. We don’t think
she knows how invaluable she is to us! We’re sure
there are other things she could be doing, but she

chooses to help us instead. She is a great example of
what the volunteer program is all about! We want her
to know how much she is appreciated!

By Kayla Blackburn and Maggie Libby

First Grade Teachers
Dogwood Elementary

Kim Pool volunteer since 2009

We, two teachers of the
Ruby Lake community of
classrooms, would like to nominate our fantastic
volunteer for Volunteer of the Year! WOW! She is
amazing! We cebld not get our weekly jobs done if
not for our velunteer.

We aredvery blessedito have such a wonderful
volufiteer. She is veryidedicated and makes sure she
i§ here every week, and then some! She spends a lot
of timefeutting, gluing, copying, stapling, counting,
assessing, and much, much more. She does all of
them well, and with a smile on her face!

Our volunteer is not only a great volunteer, but a
great friend as well. We consider her as more than
Just a volunteer. She always listens to us and offers
advice and is great to work with our kids, when
needed.

We appreciate her more than she knows! We love
seeing her smiling face each week and look forward
to her being here. She is amazing.
“Thank you” to our af
volunteer for all that
she does! She rocks!!

TEERS'
CK!

By Katy Cunningham and Karen DenHartog
Kindergarten Teachers
Dogwood Elementary
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Lisa Putnam Volunteer since 2016

My volunteer has helped in many a capacity here at
Dogwood Elementary. She has volunteered in the
front office, and spent countless hours copying,
cutting, and organizing for teachers and staff. She has
also assisted by being a mentor for students, allowing
them to read to her.

The biggest volunteer position she
has filled is as one of the licensed
hair stylists to cut students’ hair in the
Snip It Salon at Dogwood. Her talent
shines through when she is able to
get some of the difficult-to-handle
‘ students through a successful haircut.
I These students frequently raise their
4 yoices and do some wiggling through
a haircut. This volunteer has been able to connect and
miraculously accomplish her goal. She has cut over
half of the haircuts given so far this year! She has
stepped in when others have cancelled, giving up her
day to fill in so students would not have to wait to get
their haircut.

It is truly a pleasure to meet such a warm, energetic
personality. She is a huge help!

By Rebecca Caufield
Social Worker
Dogwood Elementary
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Susie Sartain

I would like to nominate my wonderful volunteer for
Volunteer of the Year. She comes every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday without fail. She is a true
blessing to have in our classroom. Each week she
prepares our materials for our many fun activities.

Each task is done beautifully
and without complaint. Not
only does she prepare our
classroom for each busy

SRy,
i week, she also does many

S

w wonderful activities with
:_ _'|_3.T,_|_"_'|_'~;. 'ﬂ'“! the students. She helps our

struggling students master

popcorn words that have been tricky for them.
The new-found confidence in these students is
unbelievable and I can see them blossom even after
just a few sessions. The kiddos are so excited to work
with her each week and see her smiling face. She is
a delight to have around and is this teacher’s life line!
I can’t imagine what we would do without her.

Je3t

By Natalie Ricketts
Kindergarten Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

FREEERTE

Ronda Stehle volunteer since 2008

vol-un-teer

/vilan'tir/

noun

a person who freely offers to take part in an enterprise
or undertake a task.

Our classroom volunteer is
the heart of our whole
operation. It’s a fact that the
body cannot function without
the heart; well, our classroom
could not function without a work of heart
our special volunteer. She Vol - =N
takes this definition of

“volunteer” to a whole new level. Every week, she
comes during her free time, with a smile and a bear
hug when she comes into our busy room. She does
all of the “behind the scenes” work: copies, filing,
stapling, cutting, laminating, etc. The list could
actually go on and on! I know every volunteer does
this type of work for his or her teacher(s). But the
reason mine stands out is because she goes above
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and beyond without even being
asked; she uses money out of
her own pocket to buy our
kiddos treats on holidays; she
NEVER complains; she saves
me the precious gift of time

-- time that can be spent with
my other children (the ones
who call me “Mommy”’) and
my husband; she works hard and completes any task
so I don’t have to take it home to interfere with my
family time. Also, she helps out her community by
not only volunteering to help at Dogwood, but also by
contributing through her family business. That’s right!
She’s even a local business owner!! I could go on and
on but more importantly, I want to just recognize her
and all of her hard work. I want her to know the time

and love she has put into our classroom has not gone

unnoticed. Being Volunteer of the Year would be a Make

tremendous honor for my sweet volunteer. I actually the

think I have a new definition for her: orld a
Brighter

su-per-he-ro Place

'soopar,hir0/

noun

a benevolent fictional character with super
powers, such as Superman.

She does possess superhuman powers th

strength
and endurance? 4) Stare the jammie pier in the

face with X-ray vision?? That’s right;S
But of course I would have to change
around just a bit, to something like this:

vol-un-teer wom-an

/vdlan'tir/ '/wooman/

noun

a loved, irreplaceable, and benevolent character with
superhuman powers, such as Volunteer Woman.

By Melissa Hollingsworth
First Grade Teacher
Dogwood Elementary

Yolunieer Woman
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